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Freedom of conscience and belief has always been
enshrined in the religion of Islam as a basic human
right. The Holy Qur'an states:

There is no compulsion in religion. Verily right has
been made distinct from wrong. (2:257)

It is not the function of any human agency to pass
sentence on someone else's faith or conscience,
but to treat all its subjects, pari passu, irrespective
of caste, colour, creed or faith. No human authority
can decree any faith for all its subjects, nor can it
prevent people from professing or propagating
the faith of their choice.

This subject was the theme of two Friday sermons
delivered by the late Hadhrat Mirza Nasir Ahmad,
Head of the world-wide Ahmadiyya Movement in
Islam. He has cited numerous verses from the Holy
Qur'an, and from the interpretations thereof by
eminent commentators, which go a long way in
dismissing the misunderstanding that Islam is a
religion of violence. On the contrary, itis a religion
of peace.

These sermons were originally delivered in Urdu,
and have been rendered into Persian by Mr. Riaz
Bari, a graduate of Teheran University, Iran.
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